ichael Phinney was

\ lE‘J amd working for a
1 well-respected design
firm in Albany. He was being
assigmed as the project anchi-
tect for some of the larges:
building progects in the Caps-
tal Region. At home, he had
just signed the papers for a
MOGrgage.

Then he wid his wife the
news. He was guitting his
Hal,

His plan: stan his own ar-
chitecture practice. The proh-
ez =T haed enby one prospec
at the time, a couple who
wanted a ‘green’ home," he
SAYS.

That wasg nearly a decade
ago, Teday his Phinney De-
sign Group emplovs 14, It s
Encown, in parn. for its fooss on
sustainable, eco-friendly de-
sigm amd has a roster of high-
profile clients, And through-
ot the Great Recession, the
firm has been steady—a fem
in the industry—and is look-
ing at big growih this year,

Phinney savs he s passion-
ate about sustainable build-

Michael Phinney

Feuneer, principal

Phinney Design Group, Saratega Springs

ing. In fact, that mongage for
which he had signed papers
was for a green home,

*I had ju=t worked on ihe
first certified green building
in Mew York, a large com-
mercial building. But there
weren't any examples of
green homes in our area,”
he zavs,

His own home, he adids,
would be "an example of
By tor build & green resi
clemdial project.”

It was an idea that paid
off. Today, Phinney Design
Group has helped produce
more examples of green
homes—in addition to com-
mencial projects—as the eoo-
fricndly building trend goes
MAInsreanm.

S0 where does he see him-
sell in a decade® =Sl senbor
principal of my design firm.
bt I:tking O INane mEnior-
ing responsibilities.”

Then, he'd like 1o have “the
timie and frecdom 1o provide
more pro bonoe work and
FEITAIN Aclive in community
progects,”

FORTY UNDER FORTY 2001 25

Age: 318

Resides: Greenhild Center

Famnily: Wife Maeci, and a 1-year-old
daughter Mila Quinn Phinney

Education: Rensselaer Pokytechnic
Instieute

Tumning podnts: Gave up a college
football career a8 AP to lotus mone
intenthy on his architecture major—a
decision that led 10 Sudying abroad,
“Living in Rosmse” he says, “changed my
life 2nd 1 vy | ook at thee warld”

What colleagues would be surprised
to beamc "1 was an amateur boooer

for a few years and also

compéted in Tae Kwon Do,

1 Miimed Martial Arts existed

in thee sarly 903, | probabiy

woiild hawve been acage

fighaier—for a brief peviod.”



